Government Update:

1) Relocation Income Tax Allowance (RITA) Tables - Notice of Bulletin was published today.  The tables can be located on our web site at www.gsa.gov/relopolicy

2)  The GRAB Relocation Allowances Final Rule Document is due to be published early next week.  We do not have the exact date yet, but wanted to get the word out as quickly as possible to everyone.  We will work on updating all of our handbooks with the ne regulations as soon as we can.

3) Proposed Rule on rewriting FTR Chapter 302-17 (Taxes on Relocation Expenses) is also at the Federal Register pending a release date... possibly within the next couple of weeks.

4) Executive Relocation Steering Committee 1:30 to 3:30 on April 7, 2011.  This is for agencies only.  If you are not participating and think you should be please contact me or Pam.

5) Final Rule on Domestic Partners and bulletin explaining the rule are in legal.

6) GSA published changes to the Schedule SOW on 3/18/11.  Refresh #7 incorporates use of the 2010 ERC Appraisal Form, redefines "immediate family" to reflect FTR changes (domestic partners), and provides procedural clarifications for the appraisal process, mortgage servicing, and inspections. 

7) GSA is assisting ERC to coordinate government-focused sessions for the Spring ERC conference in Las Vegas....the Gov Track sessions include:

	Government Update:  DoD and GSA share updated information on program volumes and trends and policy changes
	Best Bets for Assisting Government Renters (and Other Transferees who Don’t Receive Homesale Assistance) Agency and Industry Panel including OCC, DEA, Dwellworks Destination Services, and American Relocation Connections 
	Going for Broke? Tips to Stretch Government Relocation Budget Dollars in a Tight Economy  Agency Panel includes Veterans Affairs, Bureau of the Public Debt, and Environmental Protection Agency
	Going All In…Preparing for the HHG Summer Surge:  Panel including GSA, DoD’s SDDC and a household goods carrier discuss tips and strategies to prepare for the summer surge of shipments 
	How the Government Buys:  GSA provides insights into how agencies procure relocation services 
	Ask the Experts:  Bring your most challenging questions to this Q&A session of agency representatives from contracting, policy, and homesale and household goods programs.
 
		Note that first-time ERC conference attendees from government agencies are also eligible to have the conference fee waived....ERC registration form states "Corporate HR Only"...which has created some confusion.  

8) GSA's ERRC is creating a worksheet template that agencies can share with transferees who are considering declining home buyout offers.  The template helps employees understand and assess the cost implications of continuing to market and carry the costs of a home if they opt out of the homesale assistance program.  GSA will review the template at the next agency meeting.


