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Please restrict the update to 5 minutes maximum to cover these highlights.
Please tell us top 3 national and/or international issues in your industry:
There is some good news to report in the HHG’s industry!  Movers are reporting that their business is up between 20% and 28% over last year at this time and there is some feeling of cautious optimism out there.  AMSA (American Moving & Storage Association) is estimating a 10% increase in Corporate moves this year which is welcomed news if that happens.  There seems to be some signs that this year will be a better year over last year.       
Ask any mover about this summer and you will hear that it is expected to be a very busy summer for several reasons:
· Drivers have left the industry over the past 3 years due to the state of the industry (and economy) and there have been few new drivers entering the industry.  Available capacity will be down for the volume this year.
· AMSA reports the number of moving companies in the industry is down about 30% since 2006 so there are less movers out there to spread the business around.
· We’re being told there could be an estimated 16,000 military moves to be completed this summer through the BRAC program (Base Realignment And Closing) that needs to be completed by 9/15/11 which will also place a lot of stress and strain on an already squeezed summer season.
· Internationally, this summer could mirror last summer with the steamship container shortages.  Containers will need to be booked well in advance.

Another issue facing the moving industry is the rising cost of fuel.  Diesel fuel prices are up with an average cost of about $4 per gallon.  Prices are up over $.35 from last month and up over $1.00 from last year at this time, a 35% increase.  The Fuel Surcharge is at 13%.
Most airline carriers are adding an average of 10% increase for fuel and we’re seeing the increase issued almost weekly due to the rapidly changing cost.
Ocean freight has a bunker surcharge which is expected to increase on April 1st by an average of $100 for a 20 ft container.  Overseas we’re seeing increases on ocean freight about every 2 weeks.
So that is the good news bad news in HHG’s transportation.
My advice to those of you who handle relocations for your companies or agencies is to give your carrier as much notice as possible this summer in booking moves as it is predicted to be a difficult summer.  Short fuse or short notice moves will be a challenge.




Please provide this update to Paul Dixon at least three business days prior to GWERC meeting.
Please check your national professional organizations for information that may be helpful to our members, such as National Association of Realtors, Mortgage Bankers Association, American Moving and Storage Association, Corporate Housing Providers Association, WERC for corporate mobility info, GSA for government.  If you have additional questions, please contact pdixon@southhillsmovers.com
